
Washington Union School   

The 2017- 2018 school  year 

began on August 23rd with 

204 wonderful 4th and 5th 

grade students.   
 

The teachers held an open-

ing assembly to introduce 

all staff to the students and  

review procedures and ex-

pectations.  Our focus in 

the first month of school will 

be implementing lessons 

that allow the teachers 

time to get to know your 

children, and teach them 

collaboration skills that will 

become an integral part of 

their daily routines. Our goal 

is to make a connection 

between your child and 

their teacher, as well as 

your child with their class-

mates. Our school is a com-

munity, and we want stu-

dents and parents to feel 

connected.  We have a 

strong focus on all aca-

demic subjects during this 

time as well, but the style of 

interaction is to promote 

community building.  

 

Thank you to the  parents 

who attended the new 

Parent Information Meet-

ing on Thursday,  August 

17th. Information was 

shared about our school 

policies and procedures. 

If you missed this meeting, 

much of the information 

will be reviewed again at 

back to school night.  

Thank you very much for 

the generous donations of 

school supplies.  We were 

overwhelmed by  your  

response to our requests 

for these items.  They will 

help us greatly in provid-

ing the necessary learning 

materials for our kids. 

 We continue to work on 

student safety.  Please use 

the designated area for 

dropping-off and picking-

up your children.   

Please do not use the staff 

parking lot for this purpose 

and do not drop students 

off prior to 7:55 a.m. be-

cause we do not have su-

pervision until then.  
 

I am incredibly excited to 

be returning to Washington 

Union School this year. As a 

former student in this dis-

trict, I feel very blessed to 

be able to support stu-

dents, parents, and staff to 

make our school year suc-

cessful.  
 

I am looking forward to a 

fabulous school year. 

Please don’t hesitate to 

contact me with any con-

cerns or suggestions. I hope 

to see everyone at Back to 
School Night on Thursday, 

September 7th starting at 

6:30pm in the amphithea-

ter, followed by time in the 

classroom with your child’s 

teacher.   

September  

WE L C OM E  BA CK  TO  WA S HI NG TON  

UNI ON  SC HOOL !   

2017 

Attendance Matters! 

We lose $56 per day that 

every student is absent. Last 

year we lost over $20,000 in 

absences. That is enough 

money to purchase another 

Chrome Cart full of 30 

Chrome Books.  

Please do not send your 

child to school sick, but 

please try to keep appoint-

ments and vacations out-

side of school hours.  
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S LEEPY  HOLLOW  N EWS  

H E R E ’ S  WH A T ’ S  H A P P E N I N G . . .  

1—Mr. Eco @ 1:30pm 

4 – Holiday No school 

6 – Collaboration Day 

6 – Picture Day 

7—Back to School Night 

13 – Board Meeting 

20 – Collaboration Day 

27—Minimum Day for Students 

28—School Site Council  

2-6 – Parent Teacher Con-

ferences (minimum days all 

week) 

9 – Picture Retakes 

11– District Advisory Council 

Board Meeting 

18 – Collaboration Day 

25—Science Assembly 

26—School Site Council 

 



Hi everybody! My name is Mr. 

Barry Capiaux and I’m the new 

music director at Washington 

Union School and San Benancio 

Middle School. I’m really looking 

forward to working at these 

great schools and spreading the 

love of music.  

As someone who grew up in the 

area, I understand the rich tradi-

tion of learning music in these 

schools and I’m super excited to 

continue that tradition. I have a 

lot of fun teaching music and I 

am very passionate about learn-

ing, performing, creating, and 

appreciating music. Further-

more, I believe adding music to 

a school’s curriculum enhances 

the education of the students. 

Through music they get to learn 

history, science, math, physics, 

artistic interpretation, and more. 

Music class also encourages 

team building and confidence 

because the students learn how 

to perform rhythms and melo-

dies as a group.  

All students participate in their 

general music class where they 

learn basics such as music the-

ory, history, and appreciation. 

We also offer instruction for 

band instruments outside of the 

general music class. Students 

have the option of signing up to 

learn trumpet, clarinet, flute, 

trombone, and baritone. Learn-

ing these instruments take time, 

practice, and lots of dedication. 

These classes are to prepare 

students to play in the concert 

band once they move on to San 

Benancio Middle School. We have 

many instruments that are avail-

able to loan to students but some 

instruments have limited availabil-

ity so it’s good to sign up early.  

I’d like to thank all the parents and 

the WUEF board of directors for 

creating this awesome opportunity 

for our students. Go to the district 

website if you would like to find 

more information about WUEF and 

if you would like to know how you 

can help support the foundation. It 

makes a big difference when par-

ents are involved in their children’s 

education. Thank you for reading 

and please let me know if you 

have any questions about our mu-

sic program. Mr. Barry Capiaux 

bcapiaux@washingtonusd.org 

(831)484-1331 ext 109 

els will have daily access 

to a Chrome Book for 

their learning! 
 

I will be leaving on Au-

gust 31.  I will be going to 

Santa Rita School District 

to become a Instruc-

tional Preschool Aide.  I 

will miss everyone dearly 

in the district, but and 

Welcome back to 

school.  The computer 

lab is up and running 

and ready for a new 

year of learning.  We 

have a new set of 

Chrome Books ready 

to go for the 5th grad-

ers now that we have 

four classrooms. Stu-

dents in all grade lev-

excited for this new adven-

ture.  If you have any ques-

tions about the computer 

lab, please contact Mrs. 

Meyer until we have a new 

aide in place.  
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L I B R A R Y  C O R N E R . . .  

MUS IC  PROGRAM . . .  

C O M P U T E R  L A B  N E W S . . .  

Our school has one of the 

very best elementary school 

libraries that I have visited.  

Be sure to stop by and take 

a look at Back to School 

Night. 

Our Fall Book Fair will be 

held October 2 – 6 coincid-

ing with Parent/Teacher 

Conference Week.  The fair 

will be open every afternoon that 

week so be sure to check it out!  

Stay tuned for details. 

I am very much looking forward 

to a great year ahead! 

Michelle Zimmerman 

mzimmer-

man@washingtonusd.org 

I hope everyone had a great 

summer!  I know I did, but 

now I am very excited to be 

back at our wonderful school 

and our incredible library.  It is 

nice to welcome back our 

now 5th graders and I am anx-

ious to get acquainted with 

our new 4th graders. 

September  



S leepy Hol low News  

I hope everyone had a wonder-

ful, relaxing summer! It’s difficult 

to believe it’s that time again…

but here we are, already more 

than a week into another fun-

filled year of learning and grow-

ing! 

 

For the new families to the dis-

trict, welcome! Are you wonder-

ing what WUEF is about?  

Continued state budget cuts 

have left most public schools 

without enough funds to staff 

and run curriculum-based art 

and music programs. Unbelieva-

bly, our district receives zero 

funding for these programs. WUEF 

is a parent-run non-profit 501(c) 

(3) organization founded 34 

years ago to raise the required 

funds to cover the budget gap, 

which has grown over the years, 

and ensure these enriching, 

award-winning programs can 

continue each year. In order to 

fund the salaries and programs of 

the art and music staff, WUEF 

must raise nearly $200,000 annu-

ally. This year, the amount to fully 

fund these programs for each of 

the 900 students in the district is 

$211 per student. 

 

What's going on for September?  

Fill the Dish Campaign - The sim-

plest way to help WUEF raise the 

necessary funds to keep art and 

music alive for your student(s). 

Look for the form in your back to 

school packet, find additional 

donation forms and informational 

materials in the school offices, or 

donate online at 

wuef.ejoinme.org/donate 

If you’ve already contributed, thank 

you so much! If you haven’t had the 

chance, please try to do so by 

Wednesday, September 20.  

 

Save the date! 

WUEF invites you to SAVE THE DATE 

for the second annual… 

TACO ‘BOUT A PARTY…. An evening 

of tacos, tequila, & festivity 

October 7th, 2017…. Andrus Barn, 

Salinas  

$60/Person   $45/DDs & Teachers 

(teachers also receive two raffle 

tickets) 

A casual and fun way to celebrate 

our amazing school district with 

friends, old and new.  

Stay tuned for more information! 

such as feelings, communication, problem-solving, 

diversity, respect, etc. 

*Small Group Counseling – I facilitate groups which 

give students the experience of working with two 

or more students to express and understand feel-

ings, discover problem-solving strategies and iden-

tify support systems. 

 *Individual Counseling – I work with students to 

explore feelings, thoughts, and behaviors in a con-

fidential, one-on-one setting. 

*Consultation with Staff/Parents – I am available to 

meet/talk with teachers and parents to help sup-

port students and to provide resources and educa-

tion about issues regarding child development. 

 

Welcome back to a new school year!  I 

would like to introduce myself and let 

you know about the school counseling 

services offered by Washington Union 

School District.  My name is Katy Linforth.  

This will be my third year with WUSD and 

I am excited to be part of your student’s 

educational team. As your school coun-

selor, I am here to help ALL students be 

successful socially, emotionally, and 

behaviorally so they may access their 

education without barriers. 

Here’s what I do at our school: 

*Classroom Lessons – I visit all class-

rooms to teach social-emotional skills 

Here’s what you should know about me: 

*I am ONE part of the team that works to help your 

child succeed. 

*I like to get to know ALL students so they may feel 

connected and safe while they’re at school. I do my 

best to be present and accessible around campus. 

*I respect your right and your child’s right to privacy. 

Confidentiality is a big part of my job. 

*I invite parents to reach out with questions, con-

cerns, and to share positive things about your child.  I 

share resources and contact information on my 

website at www.washingtonusd.org/domain/182 

 

I love the work that I get to do as a school counselor 

and I feel very passionate about helping children 

become respectful and responsible citizens! 
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WUEF UPDATE  

F R O M  T H E  C O U N S E L O R . . .  

our Principals the flexibility to provide re-

sources for our students that are not fi-

nanced through State Funding. 

We have also provided an emergency 

bag for each student in the district. YES, 

each student has an emergency bag for 

them in their classroom! We hope you 

have filled out your Annual Membership 

Drive paperwork, and included payment. 

Your $40.00 contribution to Parents’ Club 

makes a huge difference for our children! 

Please check out Parents’ Club on the 

district website for more info. 

Mark your calendars for our annual Har-

vest Carnival being held on October 14th 

11-3 at Toro Park School. 

Be on the lookout for the Kona Ice 

Truck! He is scheduled to come 

8/29,9/12 and 9/26 at lunchtime. Kona 

cups range from $3-$6 and 20% of 

proceeds come back to our schools. 

 

We would like to invite you to our Par-

ents Club Meeting on September 14th 

at 6pm in Room 10 at San Benancio 

Middle School. There should be a Par-

ents’ Club Representative from each 

class present at the meeting. We will 

be working on the CARNIVAL! We al-

ways need lots of help for this big 

event. WE would love to have you 

there! 

Welcome back to returning and 

new families! We hope you had 

a fun summer and are ready for 

another great school year! 

Thanks to some amazing fund-

raising efforts last year, Parents’ 

Club could present a check to 

the district for almost 18,000.00 

to be distributed amongst our 3 

schools. Thank you for all your 

support! This money goes to 

providing teachers with extra 

financial support to make our 

classrooms exciting places to 

learn, support speakers for as-

semblies, as well as providing 

 

P A R E N T ’ S  C L U B  U P D A T E  

Please feel free to contact me with any 

questions or ideas—all input is needed and 

appreciated. 

cchasen@sbcglobal.net 

 

Like WUEF on Facebook! Search for Wash-

ington Union Educational Foundation. You’ll 

stay updated on what WUEF has going on, 

how you can help, and the positive impacts 

of your help!  

 

The next WUEF Board meeting will be held 

on Tuesday, September 19, 2017 at 6:00 pm 

in the Toro Park School MPR. Everyone 

interested in learning more or helping out is 

encouraged to attend. 

 

Sincerely, Carli Chasen 

WUEF President 2017-2018 

http://wuef.ejoinme.org/donate
mailto:cchasen@sbcglobal.net


340 Corral de Tierra Road 

Salinas, CA 93908 

Washington Union 

School   

 

Grade 5 Students will 

learn about the archi-

tecture of skyscrapers as 

they make a Cityscape 

Collage.  Using posters of 

city skylines as a starting 

point, they design their 

own buildings and city 

scene with geometric 

shapes and perspective 

achieved with overlap-

ping.  

 

PICTURE OF THEMONTH 

Art appreciation lessons 

for all students in the 

Washington Union 

School District expose 

students to the history of 

art of the western world 

through a sequential 

presentation from Ren-

aissance to modern 

The October Art Docent 

collage units in the class-

room will be: 

Grade 4 Students will 

learn how to “draw with 

scissors” as they discover 

Matisse and his cut pa-

per collages in Matisse 

Magic. They will explore 

the positive and nega-

tive shapes and comple-

mentary colors (colors 

opposite each other on 

the color wheel) that 

Matisse used to make his 

collages exciting.  

times.  Prints of the selected 

art period hang in the class-

room for one month and then 

are discussed with students by 

a trained art docent.  The 

theme for September is Ren-

aissance art of the 15th and 

16th centuries.  

4 T H  A N D  5 T H  G R A D E  A R T  D O C E N T . . .  

Phone: 831-484-1331 

Fax: 831-484-5736 

E-mail: 

wmeyer@washingtonusd.org 

I would like to welcome everyone back to school.  I hope some of you were able to do or see 

some art this summer.  The Art Docent Board would like to thank all the parents for their gener-

ous donations given at our spring District Art Show.   These donations directly are used for art 

supplies needed throughout the school year. I can hardly wait to start working with you and 

your children in helping them be even more creative! 

DISTRICT ART DAY 

On Wednesday, September 27th your children will be celebrating our annual District Art Day by working to-

gether to create a poster.  Each child will be contributed a drawing which relates to our district’s 

“Character Counts” program.  This year we will be featuring “Citizenship.”  Each student in our district will be 

designing a flag, which represent him or her. 

HANDS-ON:  COLLAGE 

The first Hands-on Art Docent presentation for the year will be a collage project at each grade 

level.  Collage is an art form of this century, brought into the realm of fine modern art by Henri 

Matisse and his brilliant paper cut outs.  Collage is a two-dimensional art form, an assemblage 

of paper, cloth and textured shapes that are pasted to a flat surface.  Collage appeals to the 

child’s desire to touch, feel, see, explore and collect.  It offers the child an opportunity to make 

independent choices and to organize objects within a given framework.   

 

In creating a collage, our students learn hands-on about important elements of art -- line, 

shape, color, texture, value, and space.  They explore how to combine these basic elements 

using all the principles of artistic design - balance, rhythm, movement, contrast, emphasis, pat-

tern, and unity. 

Collage making gives the child freedom to think and invent connections between visual ideas. 

The ease and directness possible in arranging a collage may help a child who is timid about 

other art processes. Collage shapes may be cut or torn directly from paper without drawing.  

The flexibility of arrangement makes it very different from working with crayons or paint.  

We’re on the Web! 

www.washingtonusd.org 

A R T  D O C E N T  N E W S  I N  S E P T E M B E R . . .  

Do you know what’s    

going on at school? 

 

All school events are 

posted on the calendar 

on our website. You can 

access the calendar di-

rectly by going to 

https://www.washingto

nusd.org/domain/147 

 

Want to stay even  

more connected? 

 

Download the WUSD 

mobile app and have 

alerts sent directly to 

your phone! 

 

 

https://www.washingtonusd.org/domain/147
https://www.washingtonusd.org/domain/147

